World Literature

Second Semester 2012
Mr. Vos

Course goal:

The goal of World Literature is to improve students’ reading, writing, and analytical skills, and to broaden students’ literature experience.  World Literature students will read a variety of classic literary works from around the globe.  Works selected will be from various literary traditions throughout time including ancient Greece, the Italian Renaissance, periods of European Romanticism and Realism, and Modern and Contemporary periods.  The World Literature experience will expand students’ literature base beyond the American and British emphasis of typical English courses.

Textbook and resources:

World Literature, by Holt, Rhinehart and Winston, 1993
Les Miserables by Victor Hugo

Night by Elie Wiesel
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

Expectations:
· Students will come to class prepared.  

Reading, writing, research or presentation assignments are complete.

· Students will participate in class activities.

This course is built upon classroom discussions and small group work.  Students will be graded on small group participation and classroom discussions.

· Students will be responsible for turning in their work on time.

Students who are absent are responsible for contacting me before and/or after their absence to arrange for make-up work.  In many cases, in-class assignments cannot be duplicated and therefore other work will be substituted.  

· Students will make positive contributions to the classroom environment and to group work.

The goal of classroom discussions is to further our understanding of difficult topics.  Students should make positive contributions to meet this goal and to help others in the group.  

· Students will be assigned homework to be completed outside of class.  

Because this is a literature-based class, students will be assigned a reasonable amount of outside of class homework.  Homework needs to be completed in the time allowed.  

Course Weights and Grading scale:

Each quarter, which is worth 40% of your semester grade, will be graded based on points.  This will include daily assignments and projects as well as small quizzes or tests for nearly every story we read.
Your semester grade will then be tabulated as follows:

1st Quarter
40%

2nd Quarter
40%

Semester Test
20%
