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Overview

English 10 is a year-long course designed to help students continue to acquire and hone the language skills that they have been collecting throughout their lives.  It is a class designed for sophomores who have successfully completed English 9.  We will read a variety of literary genres, write in various styles, and present information orally.  Attention to language development (vocabulary) and the conventions of writing (grammar) will also be important components of this course.  Students in this class will also be exposed to a number of authors from different backgrounds.  Both individual and group work will be implemented through in-class work as well as homework. A rough outline of the course is as follows, but is subject to change:
1st Quarter

Short Stories

2nd Quarter

Novel (Huck Finn)

3rd Quarter

Research Unit (including paper and speech)

4th Quarter

Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar
Classroom Policies and Expectations

The behavior expectations of this class can be summarized using The Six Pillars of Character.
Be Respectful




Be Fair
Be Responsible



Be Caring
Be Trustworthy



Be a Good Citizen
All school-wide policies as outlined in the student handbook and elsewhere are applicable in this class even if not outlined in this syllabus.  Exceptional behavior is expected at all times in this classroom.  Little deviation will be tolerated.
Late Work
All work is expected to be turned in on or before the due date.  This includes work assigned on advanced make-up sheets for field trips, family outings, etc.  For unexpected absences such as illness, work should be turned in within a timely manner as agreed upon by you and me when you present your make-up sheet to me.  The intention of this policy is to reward those students who are present and be fair to those students who miss school.  I will not regularly remind you of work you are missing.  It is your responsibility to get your work in and find out what you missed if you are gone.  Daily assignments will usually be zeros if late, but larger assignments will be a minimum of 50% off if late.
Grading Policies and Scale
Your quarterly grades in this class will be weighted in two categories:

Daily Work








50%

Homework assignments will be an important and regular part of this class.  Some will be completed in class and others must be worked on outside of class.  Quality, accuracy, and completeness are of the utmost importance.  Small quizzes and tests may also be included in this category.
Projects/Papers/Large Tests





50%

As with any class, you will also be expected to periodically take exams, write papers, and/or complete projects to show what you have learned.  To help you succeed beyond high school, I have placed much value on this category.  It is important to be able to perform well in “high-stakes situations”.  It is quite common to have an entire college grade or even your job dependent upon only a few instances of examination.  
Your semester score will be calculated using the following weighting method:

1st Quarter
=
40%

2nd Quarter
=
40%

Final Exam
=
20%

A
=
93% or above


C
=
73-76%
A-
=
90-92%


C-
=
70-72%
B+
=
87-89%


D+
=
67-69%

B
=
83-86%


D
=
63-66%
B-
=
80-82%


D-
=
60-62%

C+
=
77-79%


F
=
59% or below
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