Newspaper I and II

“Journalism is the first draft of history.” Roinicki, Dow and Taylor (2001)
2003 – 2004   1st period

Mrs. Terpstra

Welcome student journalists!  
High school journalism provides unlimited opportunities for students to develop journalistic reporting skills coupled with real-world publishing experience.  The skills and knowledge acquired through classes in journalism are valuable to the student who desires to pursue a career in the media, public relations, or advertising.  Many businesses and organizations are eager to find employees or members who can help them create publicity for their products, services or activities.  

Newspaper (I and II) is designed to introduce and build upon the fundamentals of journalistic practice.  Skills that will be introduced are news gathering and writing, editorial writing, feature writing (human interest, sports, entertainment), headline and caption writing, layout and design, journalistic ethics and media law and photojournalism.  Students in Newspaper II will refine skills learned in Newspaper I and are expected to take leadership roles in supervising, designing, planning, financing and producing the student newspaper.  

Grading

Grading in this class is done on a dual point system.  A significant portion of the course grade will come from points for weekly classroom assignments, quizzes and tests.  Along with classroom assignments comes textbook reading assignments and class participation.  The remainder of the course grade comes from weekly newspaper workload.  For example, writing one article with accompanying photograph or the equivalent each week would earn the equivalent of a “C” for this portion of the course.  In addition, students will be evaluated in the following areas: initiative, cooperation, responsibility and performance. Therefore, behavior issues related to productive use of class time, exhibiting responsible behavior related to the newspaper both in and out of class, and submitting quality assignments by deadline are important.  

Student work submitted for publication will be kept in an electronic  portfolio and for your own use, in a clipping file.  In addition, at the end of each semester, students will use all of their work (writing and photographs) to design their own desktop publication.

Students are expected to treat each other and the teacher with respect; this means listening when someone else is speaking and behaving so that you don’t distract others.  Students must be able to work independently because computers may be occupied or photography equipment in use.  If you cannot be trusted to behave responsibly on your own you cannot enjoy the privileges that come with working on the newspaper staff.  

In order to leave the room you will need to sign out and take a pass.

If you are able to take instruction from student peers, work independently and behave within acceptable limits you will be successful in this class.  If you need instructions for every step of a project, you are careless about meeting deadlines or commitments, then you are in the wrong place!  This is NOT a study hall.  You will be expected to work on newspaper assignments and class work while you are here. 

We must all work together or the newspaper won’t get published, which means that the audience which depends upon our coverage will be disappointed.  Our perspectives, words and photographs cover the history of the school and document the lives of students.  We owe it not only to our audience, but also to ourselves to produce a quality, credible publication.  

Grading scale:

The following grading scale will be used during the course:
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