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Overview

The independent reading course is designed to acquaint students with a variety of literature genres and to provide a setting that allows students to discover the joy of reading. Reading comprehension, analytical skills, writing skills, and critical thinking skills will all be developed and practiced during the course of this semester.  The course requirements are listed below.

Reading

This course provides you the unique opportunity to indulge your interests in literature and/or develop new tastes in reading.  Because this is a reading course, you are expected to have a book for reading during class time every day.  You are to keep track of all your reading, including any books that you might start and then abandon.  (Abandoning a book is acceptable—this is something that readers do.  You cannot, however, count these books towards your total.)  Students are expected to read during class AND will probably need to read outside of class as well.

Books may be selected from your own personal library, a school or public library, or from a classroom.  Books may cover a variety of genres and categories and may include selections from the classics or young adult literature.  They must, however, be approved by me before receiving credit and should not be books you have read before or are reading for another class.
S/T/Rs

For every book you finish and wish to receive credit for, you must complete a summary/ theme/ response paper.  During the first third of your STR, you may simply describe to me the events of the story.  Remember to summarize; I don’t need to know every detail.  In the second third, I want to know what the story “meant”.  In other words, is there a lesson to be learned or applied to your life; was the author trying to get a certain point across; or what was the purpose of the piece?  The final third is simply your opinion of or response to the book.  STRs must be a minimum of two pages, typed and double spaced.  A rubric will be provided to give further direction.
Book Talks
For at least three of the books you read this semester (at least one at least one of these must be completed during the first quarter), you will give a sort of oral book report.  This should include a short summary of the book as well as a short read-aloud from the book.  A visual including the name of the book, the author, and an image or symbol from the book should accompany you.  You may also include music, video, a craft, and/or theatrics to enhance your presentation.  This will be necessary to receive an A.  Again, a rubric will be provided to give you direction.
Grading
Your grades for this course will be tabulated using a two-category, weighted system.
60%

Written and Oral Work


This section will include the S/T/R’s and book talks.

40%

Pages completed per quarter


1350-1500 pages
=
A


1200-1349 pages
=
B


1050-1199 pages
=
C


900-1049 pages 
=
D


899 or below

=
F


Note:   pages are not considered complete until the S/T/R is completed.  Also, it must be a book I approve (depending on pictures/poetry, a 500 page book may not be worth 500 pages).
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